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Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, my name is Connie Keogh, and I am from
Absarokee, Montana where my farnily owned a family ranch and outfitting business for

much of the last century, I am the current chair of the Clean Energy Task Force of the
Northern Plains Resource Council, a grassroots conservation and family agriculture
organization that organizes Montana citizens to protect our water quality, family farms and

ranches, and unique quality of life. I am here today representing our members.

Northern Plains believes in Montana's potential to lead and win in a new, clean energy

economy. The people of Montana have the determination and work ethic to build this new

economy using our homegrown resources - wind, solar, biomass, and biofuels - that will
never run out. Increasing this state's renewable energy standard is the signal they need

from you to say that this state is open for business and that we are committed to leading
this country towards a more secure and prosperous future'

While the benefits of developing our abundant renewable resources are good for all
Montanans, I believe they are especially good for rural Montana. Unfortunately, these parts

of the state lag behind other urban areas in many of the leading economic indicators. For

example, average incorne in rural Mo4-tana is more $40.00less than in urban areas, the
unemployment rate is higher, and the poverty rate sits atL5.5o/o, according to the USDA's

Economic Research Service. It is well known that our family farmers and ranchers - hard
working and dedicated.inCividnals that contribute to clur.economy and deliver this
country's food and fiber - are aging, and we are losing family farms and ranches as well as

the communities and traditions they support by the day to out of state interests.
Developing our renewable resources is an important piece of the puzzle to creating new
opportunities for building rural prosperity in this state. As you heard from Senator Van

Dyk this bill means more good, high paying jobs in this state, new revenue to county and
local governments to build our roads and schools, and a much needed source of additional
income that means more farmers and ranchers can stay on the land that their family has

worked for generations,

I do not believe that public policy is about headlines, ideology, or party affiliation' Those

are not the things that have brought any of us to this room today. Public policy is about
making people's lives better - creating opportunity for people to work hard, play by the

rules, and make a fair and honest living for themselves and their family. That is what this
SB 332 is about - building a better future for Montana by creating the jobs we need and

leading this country in a new energy economy. Montanans are up for the task - put us to

work.

Thankyou, and I urge 4flo pass on SB 332.

Bill
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J n 2005, the N4ontana Legislature passed the economic signal that w€ w::ot a clean, affordable, and

I Monr".r" Renewable Power Production and Rural renewable supply of energy in Montana.

I Econo.ttic Development Act, known simpl. as the

state's Renewable Energy Standard (RES).Th. ...rtr"l As regulated utilities near their compliance with the

provision of the law r.{rrir., lt4ontana's regulated law in 2015, the Legislature should continue to endorse

utilities (North'Weste..r En.rgy and Mont"na-Dakota the benefits that new renewable energy production has

Utilities) to supply 15 perceni of their electriciry for Montana by increasing the standard to 25 percent
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cen,rar eremen,s

has guaranteed consumert 
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a source of long-term to set up shop and develop ne*j1ojggts.-- 
,.""r" pr""iri.n that requires

affordable powet put
Montanans to work in a growing clean-energl' economy' a certain Percentage of new renewabie Power to come

and kept more of the money consumers spgnd on f.t"T d:t*uted, locally owned projects' An increase

energy right here in Montana. Today, the state produces in the RES means more consumers will have access to

about 370 megavarts of wind energy, up from ) frfW the affordable, homegrown Power that brings jobs and

the year the law rvas passed. The RES sends a clear economic development to this state'

Putting Montanan$ to work with good-payin$ iobs
f) enewable enerry development

I\.h"r brought more good-

paying jobs to local communities

in Montana. A rypical 100 MVh
wind project supports berween 100-

155 construction phase related jobs

and 10-1 I permanent jobs through

the lifetime of the project. The 135

MWJudith Gap project north of
Harlowton has brought l2 permanent

full-time jobs to V4reatland, Fergus, and Judith Basin

counties and contributed nearly $30 miliion to the

Montana economy. As a result, more

hard-working families are able to stay

right here in Montana.

Montana can create more good-

paying jobs by expanding the

current RES. Colorado has Passed

an RES that requires 300/o of the

statet energy to be sourced from

new renewable projects bY 2A20'

]ob growth in Colorado in the clean energy sector has

grown 90 tirrres {aster than in Montana'
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Renewables bring rural prosperity
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Wholesale cost of power, provided in testimony by Northwestern Energy, July 2010

Renewables = cheap, affordable power

Clean, renewable power offers consumers a cheaper,

least-risk option in an uncertain energy fut,rre.'fhat
keeps more money in the pockets of hard working
Montanans. According to North\Testern's filings with
the state's Public Service Commission, new wind power

purchased to meet the RES has been cheaper than the

traditional mix of coal and hydroelectriciiy, even when

extra costs are considered to manage the variabiliry of
wind.

An increase to the RES means a commitment to
providing Montana consumers with cheaper energy bills
today and in the future.

Renewable power does not only mean cheaper energy

bills; it also means a commitment by the Legislature

to building prosperiry in rural Montana. The law

has generated millions of dollars for local county

and municipal governments in the form of capital

investment and properry tax revenues' making

significant contributions to the qualiry of life in rural

Montana. The communiry provision of the current law

is an important element that ensures that the benefits

of new renewable projects are distributed across the

state, mandating that at least 75 M\7 of the standard be

produced from projects with "local owners"'

New wind projects in Glacier and Toole counties will mean

$3.6 million in property tax revenue for the two counties

for 2010, On average, the Judith Gap wind project

contributes more than $1 million in revenue to \'Vheatland

County. Additionally, 75o/o of the construction for that

project went to Montana contractors'

New wind generation can also be an important tool

for providing family farmers and ranchers with an

important additional source of income to help keep

them on the land producing our food and fiber. A

rypical turbine can pay landowners $4,000-$10,000.'

These turbines do not affect traditional ag operations'
tWind Working Group, a consortium of businesses who want to put up wind turbines

in l\4ontana.

Keep informed! F

Take action! |
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D I want to be a monthly donor: (Also for membership; credit/debit card withdrawal available)

D$50/uronth D$25lmonth Llg20/month E$15/montlt E$1O/month B Other-
tr A one-time membership donation is better for me right now:

D Rider of the Big Sky $500+ E Bottom Line Rider 200+ D Rough Rider $1-00+

D ninge nidelssO+ D General $40 D Living Lishtly $15-39
l'm paying by: tr Check (payable to Northern Plains) B Credit/Debit Card

Card Type_ Card #

Expires _Name on Card Signature

tr Withdraw from my Bank Account (ptease include VOIDED check and sign above)
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